
   

                    

September 26, 2013

The Marion County Council held its regularly scheduled meeting, on Thursday, 
September 26, 2013 at 7:00 P.M., in the City Council Chambers City Hall, Marion, 
South Carolina. Members present were Elista H. Smith, Chairperson; Buddy Collins, 
Vice Chairman; John Q. Atkinson, Jr.,  Allen W. Floyd, Simon Jenkins, Thomas E. 
Shaw and Milton W. Troy, II. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; 
Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney; Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A 
representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present and duly notified.  

Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and asked Councilman Simon Jenkins 
to lead the Invocation, after which she welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of 
Information Announcement.

Mr. Floyd stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Councilman Simon 
Jenkins voting in favor of all matters. 

Motion was made by Vice Chairman Collins, seconded by Mr. Shaw, and carried 
unanimously, to approve as written, the minutes of the regular meeting held on 
September 10, 2013.

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to adopt a resolution in opposition to 
House Bill 3290 and Senate Bill 203 currently pending before the South Carolina 
General Assembly. Motion was made by Mr. Atkinson, seconded by Mr. Shaw, and 
carried unanimously.

Mr. Robert Lee, a resident of Marion County appeared before Council to voice his 
concerns regarding issues at the animal shelter. Mr. Lee provided Council an adoption 
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application from Paws to the Rescue.  Mr. Lee stated that the adoption application 
make it very difficult to adopt an animal. He also stated that there are no signs 
showing the hours of operation. Mr. Lee asked Council if they would check into 
these issues at the animal shelter.  Mr. Harper told Council that the hours of operation 
can be included into their contract. Motion was made by Mr. Troy, seconded by 
Mr. Shaw, and carried unanimously, to refer this said matter to Committee #2. 
Chairperson Smith thanked Mr. Lee for his presentation.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to the amendment to Council Rules & 
Procedures. Motion was made by Vice Chairman Collins, seconded Atkinson, and 
carried unanimously. 

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to adopt the Setoff Debt Resolution 
from the South Carolina Association of Counties to collect delinquent accounts for 
EMS and Environmental Services. Motion was made by Mr. Floyd, seconded by Vice 
Chairman Collins, and carried unanimously.

Ms. Ogleretta D. White gave Council an update on the diversity committee. Ms. 
White told Council that the Diversity and Inclusion Leadership Summit will be held 
on Tuesday, October 1st, and Tuesday, October 22nd at the Academy for Careers and 
Technology.  She stated that Thursday, November 14th will be the finalization of the 
plan to include establishing the operating procedures.

The County Attorney had nothing to report. 

The Administrator presented to Council a letter from Dr. Dan Strickland regarding 
the playground and recreation areas located at the old Britton’s Neck Elementary 
School, Centenary Community Center, and Spring Branch located on North Hwy. 
501. Mr. Harper told Council that the District is interested in making the property 
available to the County to maintain and use as a source of recreation for the area. 
Chairperson Smith mentioned the liability. Mr. Harper stated that the liability would 
be covered under the County’s policy.  Mr. Floyd mentioned a joint agreement with 
the school to help with maintenance. Mr. Harper stated that without having ownership 
of the property, the County could not apply for a PARD grant or parks and recreation 
grants.  Mr. Troy stated for several years Council has discussed a Comprehensive 
County Recreation Program. He stated that the letter from the District should fit into 
the countywide recreation program. Mr. Troy also stated that recreation was a part 
of the County’s Strategic Plan at one time. Mr. Harper told Council that this project 
can be inserted into the County’s Strategic Plan. Vice Chairman Collins stated that 
he has been pursuing a playground and recreation area for the Zion Community since 
2010. He stated that there are children in the northern part of the County that needs 
recreation.  He also stated that recreation should be looked into for the entire County. 
It was the recommendation of the Administrator to refer this said matter to 
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Committee #2.  Motion was made by Mr. Floyd, seconded by Mr. Troy, and carried 
unanimously. 

The Administrator updated Council on the public safety towers. Mr. Harper told 
Council that the County has an agreement with Crown Communications to lease 
tower space.  Mr. Harper stated that the County submitted an application in reference 
to the tower. He stated that Motorola made sure that the County had coverage. Mr. 
Harper also stated that in process of installing the antenna they found out that the 
tower did not pass inspection. Mr. Harper told Council that Brandon Ellis is working 
with Motorola to find a tower location that will cover the County’s communications 
issue. 

The Administrator presented to Council an agreement from Duke Energy Progress 
in reference to a storm staging site. Mr. Harper told Council that Duke Energy is 
requesting to use the parking lot at the new Administration Building in case of a 
catastrophic event that would cause power outages. Mr. Harper asked Council’s 
approval to execute the agreement with Duke Energy Progress. Motion was made by 
Mr. Troy, seconded by Mr. Shaw, and carried unanimously. 

The Administrator provided Council the bids for food at the Detention Center and the 
Prison Camp. Mr. Harper told Council that there were two bids. They are as follows: 
Nichols Food, and Performance Food Service. Mr. Harper stated that Nichols Food 
placed a bid on each item listed. He stated that Performance Food Service listed items 
as market price. Mr. Harper stated that Performance Food did not meet the specs. 
He stated that prices were required on each item.  It was the recommendation of the 
Administrator to award the bid to Nichols Foods. Motion was made by Mr. Atkinson, 
seconded by Vice Chairman Collins, and carried unanimously. 

The Administrator presented to Council information from NACo in reference to their 
health discount program. Mr. Harper told Council that the NACo Health Discount 
program provides a new option for county residents to access medical discounts and 
additional savings.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to provide the employees and retirees 
the influenza vaccination. (Flu shot). Mr. Harper told Council that CVS will 
administer the Flu Shots this year. Motion was made by Mr. Floyd, seconded by Mr. 
Atkinson, and carried unanimously. 

The Administrator presented to Council information in reference to a Fixed Price 
Repayment Agreement between Marion County and Howard B. Smith Industrial 
Site. Mr. Harper asked Council’s approval to execute the Fixed Price Repayment 
Agreement with Howard B. Smith, Industrial Site.  Motion was made by Floyd, 
seconded by Mr. Atkinson, and carried unanimously. 
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The Administrator presented to Council the proposed revised Mission and Vision 
Statement. Mr. Harper asked Council’s approval to adopt the revised Mission and 
Vision Statement. Motion was made by Mr. Floyd, seconded by Vice Chairman 
Collins, and carried unanimously. 

The Administrator reminded Council about the NESA Oyster Roast that is scheduled 
for Thursday, October 3rd at 6:00 p.m. at the Economic Development office. He 
also reminded Council about the Golden Leaf Festival that will be held on Saturday, 
September, 28th. 

The Administrator told Council that the next joint municipal meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, October 29th. 

Chairperson Smith asked Mr. Harper about the employee’s job descriptions. Mr. 
Harper stated that Ms. Lewis is making sure that each job descriptions are place. 
He stated that the department heads will review them and make the necessary 
adjustments. Mr. Harper also stated that the outdated job descriptions are in the 
process of being updated. Mr. Harper stated that everything should be completed by 
January 2014.

Motion was made by Mr. Floyd seconded by Mr. Troy, and carried unanimously, to 
go into executive session for an economic development matter.

Motion was made by Vice Chairman Collins seconded by Mr. Atkinson, and carried 
unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular scheduled meeting. 
Chairperson Smith sated that no action was taken during executive session called for 
an economic development matter. 

There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Vice Chairman 
Collins, seconded by Mr. Troy, to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:48 P.M.
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